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cceexxxii.So the notary went up to the lieutenant, who was among the witnesses, and said "It is well. Is she not such an one whose marriage contract we drew up in such a
place?" Then he betook himself to the woman's house and cried out upon her; whereupon she brought him the [forged] contract and he took it and returned with it to the
lieutenant of police. When the latter had taken cognizance [of the document and professed himself satisfied, the assessor] said [to the notary,] "Go to our lord and master,
the Cadi of the Cadis, and acquaint him with that which befalleth his assessors." The notary rose to go, but the lieutenant of police feared [for himself] and was profuse in
beseeching the assessor and kissing his hands, till he forgave him; whereupon the lieutenant went away in the utterest of concern and affright. On this wise the assessor

ordered the case and carried out the forgery and feigned marriage with the woman; [and thus was calamity warded off from him] by the excellence of his contrivance."

Schoolmaster dclxvii.The learned man bethought him awhile of this, then made for Khelbes's house, which adjoined his own, still holding the latter; and when they entered,
they found the young man lying on the bed with Khelbes's wife; whereupon quoth he to him, 'O accursed one, the calamity is with thee and in thine own house!" So Khelbes
put away his wife and went forth, fleeing, and returned not to his own land. This, then," continued the vizier, "is the consequence of lewdness, for whoso purposeth in
himself craft and perfidy, they get possession of him, and had Khelbes conceived of himself that (266) which he conceived of the folk of dishonour and calamity, there had
betided him nothing of this. Nor is this story, rare and extraordinary though it be, more extraordinary or rarer than that of the pious woman whose husband's brother accused
her of lewdness.".? ? ? ? ? aa. Selim and Selma dccccexxii.Say, by the lightnings of thy teeth and thy soul's pure desire, iii. 19..Rich Man who gave his Fair Daughter in
Marriage to the Poor Old Man, The, i. 247..As for the governor, he wasted all that was with him and returned to the city, where he saw the youth and excused himself to
him. Then he questioned him of what had befallen him and he told him, whereat he marvelled and returned to companionship with him; but the youth ceased to have regard
for him and gave him not stipends, as of his [former] wont, neither discovered to him aught of his secrets. When the governor saw that there was no profit for him with the
young Khorassani, he returned to the king, the ravisher of the damsel, and told him what the chamberlain had done and counselled him to slay the latter and incited him to
recover the damsel, [promising] to give his friend to drink of poison and return. So the king sent for the chamberlain and upbraided him; whereupon he fell upon him and
slew him and the king's servants fell upon the chamberlain and slew him..Thou that wast absent from my stead, yet still with me didst bide, iii. 46..The king gave him leave
for this and the vizier betook himself to the queen and said to her, "I am come to thee, on account of a grave reproach, and | would have thee be truthful with me in speech
and tell me how came the youth into the sleeping-chamber." Quoth she, "I have no knowledge whatsoever [of it]" and swore to him a solemn oath thereof, whereby he knew
that she had no knowledge of the matter and that she was not at fault and said to her, "l will teach thee a device, where- with thou mayst acquit thyself and thy face be
whitened before the king." "What is it?" asked she; and he answered, saying, "When the king calleth for thee and questioneth thee of this, say thou to him, "Yonder youth
saw me in the privy-chamber and sent me a message, saying, "l will give thee a hundred jewels, to whose price money may not avail, so thou wilt suffer me to foregather
with thee." | laughed at him who bespoke me with these words and rebuffed him; but he sent again to me, saying, "An thou fall not in with my wishes, | will come one of the
nights, drunken, and enter and lie down in the sleeping-chamber, and the king will see me and kill me; so wilt thou be put to shame and thy face will be blackened with him
and thine honour abased." Be this thy saying to the king, and | will presently go to him and repeat this to him." Quoth the queen, "And | also will say thus.".? ? ? ? ? b.
Bakoun's Story of the Hashish-Eater cxliii. Thereupon there sallied forth to him Zuheir ben Hebib, and they wheeled about and feinted awhile, then came to dose quarters
and exchanged strokes. El Harith forewent his adversary in smiting and stretched him weltering in his gore; whereupon Hudheifeh cried out to him, saying, "Gifted of God
art thou, O Harith! Call another of them." So he cried out, saying, "Is there a comer-forth [to battle?]" But they of Baghdad held back froni him; and when it appeared to El
Harith that confusion was amongst them, he fell upon them and overthrew the first of them upon their last and slew of them twelve men. Then the evening overtook him and
the Baghdadis addressed themselves to flight..? ? ? ? ? a. The Christian Broker's Story cix.Therewithal El Abbas smiled and her verses pleased him. Then he bade the
fourth damsel come forward and sing. Now she was from the land of Morocco and her name was Belekhsha. So she came forward and taking the lute and the psaltery,

tightened the strings thereof and smote thereon in many modes; then returned to the first mode and improvising, sang the following verses:.Man who was lavish of House

joyance and cheer And those whom | cherish my soul with the wine of contentment regale..When it was the third day, the third vizier came in to the king and said to him, "O
king, delay not the affair of this youth, for that his deed hath caused us fall into the mouths of the folk, and it behoveth that thou slay him presently, so the talk may be
estopped from us and it be not said, 'The king saw on his bed a man with his wife and spared him."* The king was chagrined by this speech and bade bring the youth. So
they brought him in shackles, and indeed the king's anger was roused against him by the speech of the vizier and he was troubled; so he said to him, "O base of origin, thou
hast dishonoured us and marred our repute, and needs must | do away thy life from the world." Quoth the youth, "O king, make use of patience in all thine affairs, so wilt
thou attain thy desire, for that God the Most High hath appointed the issue of patience [to be] in abounding good, and indeed by patience Abou Sabir ascended from the pit
and sat down upon the throne." "Who was Abou Sabir," asked the king, "and what is his story?" And the youth answered, saying, "O king,.Meanwhile the messenger had
reached the opposite camp with the news of Tuhfeh's deliverance, whereat the Sheikh Aboultawaif rejoiced and bestowed on the bringer of good tidings a sumptuous dress
of honour and made him commander over a company of the Jinn. Then they fell upon Meimoun's troops and destroyed them to the last man; and when they came to
Meimoun, they found that he had slain himself and was even as we have said. Presently Kemeriyeh and her sister [Wekhimeh] came up to their grandfather and told him

what they had done; whereupon he came to Tuhfeh and saluted her and gave her joy of her deliverance. Then he delivered Meimoun's palace to Selheb and took all the
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former's riches and gave them to Tuhfeh, whilst the troops encamped upon the Crescent Mountain. Moreover, the Sheikh Aboultawaif said to Tuhfeh, '‘Blame me not," and
she kissed his hands. As they were thus engaged, there appeared to them the tribes of the Jinn, as they were clouds, and Queen Es Shuhba flying in their van, with a
drawn sword in her hand..Moreover, he assembled the sages and the theologians and the sons of the kings and devised with them and asked them questions and problems
and examined with them into many things of all fashions that might direct him to well-doing in the kingly office; and he questioned them also of subtleties and religious
obligations and of the laws of the kingdom and the fashions of administration and of that which it behoveth the king to do of looking into the affairs of the people and
repelling the enemy [from the realm] and fending off his malice with war; wherefore the people's contentment redoubled and their joy in that which God the Most High had
vouchsafed them of his elevation to the kingship over them. So he upheld the ordinance of the realm and the affairs thereof abode established upon the accepted
customs..When the king returned from his journey, he questioned his vizier of the affairs of his kingdom and the latter answered, 'All is well, O king, save a vile matter, which
I have discovered here and wherewith | am ashamed to confront the king; but, if | hold my peace thereof, | fear lest other than | discover it and | [be deemed to] have played
traitor to the king in the matter of my [duty of] loyal warning and my trust." Quoth Dabdin, 'Speak, for thou art none other than a truth-teller, a trusty one, a loyal counsellor in
that which thou sayest, undistrusted in aught." And the vizier said, 'O king, this woman to whose love thy heart cleaveth and of whose piety thou talkest and her fasting and
praying, | will make plain to thee that this is craft and guile." At this, the king was troubled and said, 'What is to do?' 'Know," answered the vizier, 'that some days after thy
departure, one came to me and said to me, "Come, O vizier, and look." So | went to the door of the [queen's] sleeping-chamber and beheld her sitting with Aboulkhair, her
father's servant, whom she favoureth, and she did with him what she did, and this is the manner of that which | saw and heard..Then he sprang up [and going] to the place
wherein was the other half of his good, [took it] and lived with it well; and he swore that he would never again consort with those whom he knew, but would company only
with the stranger nor entertain him but one night and that, whenas it morrowed, he would never know him more. So he fell to sitting every night on the bridge (7) and looking
on every one who passed by him; and if he saw him to be a stranger, he made friends with him and carried him to his house, where he caroused with him till the morning.

Then he dismissed him and would never more salute him nor ever again drew near unto him neither invited him..88. The Thief turned Merchant and the other Thief

woodcutter], it behoves that | spare this vizier, so | may hear the story of the thief and the woman." And he bade Er Rehwan withdraw to his lodging..There was once a king
of the kings, who had a high palace, overlooking a prison of his, and he used to hear in the night one saying, 'O Ever-present Deliverer, O Thou whose relief is nigh, relieve
Thou me!" One day the king waxed wroth and said, "Yonder fool looketh for relief from [the consequences of] his crime. "Then said he to his officers, 'Who is in yonder
prison?' And they answered, 'Folk upon whom blood hath been found.' (139) So the king bade bring the man in question before him and said to him, 'O fool, little of wit, how
shall thou be delivered from this prison, seeing that thine offence is great?' Then he committed him to a company of his guards and said to them, 'Take this fellow and
crucify him without the city..? ? ? ? ? And to the birds' descant in the foredawns, From out the boughs it flowered forth and grew,. ALPHABETICAL TABLE OF THE FIRST
LINES OF THE VERSE IN THE "TALES FROM THE ARABIC.".Now it chanced that a camel-driver, belonging to Kisra the king, lost certain camels and the king threatened
him, if he found them not, that he would slay him. So he set out and plunged into the deserts till he came to the place where the damsel was and seeing her standing
praying, waited till she had made an end of her prayer, when he went up to her and saluted her, saying, 'Who art thou?' Quoth she, 'l am a handmaid of God." 'What dost
thou in this desolate place?' asked he, and she said, 'l serve God the Most High."' When he saw her beauty and grace, he said to her, 'Harkye! Do thou take me to husband
and | will be tenderly solicitous over thee and use thee with exceeding compassion and | will further thee in obedience to God the Most High.' But she answered, saying, 'l
have no need of marriage and | desire to abide here [alone] with my Lord and His service; but, if thou wouldst deal compassionately with me and further me in the
obedience of God the Most High, carry me to a place where there is water and thou wilt have done me a kindness.'.? ? ? ? ? Whose wits (like mine, alack!) thou stalest and
whose hearts With shafts from out thine eyes bewitching thou didst smite..? ? ? ? ? ¢. The Third Officer's Story dcccexxxii.Precipitation, Of the Il Effects of, i. 98.Then she
went away, and when the girl's master came, she sought his leave to go with the old woman and he granted her leave. So the beldam took her and carried her to the king's
door. The damsel entered with her, unknowing whither she went, and beheld a goodly house and chambers adorned [with gold and colours] that were no idol's chambers.
Then came the king and seeing her beauty and grace, went up to her, to kiss her; whereupon she fell down in a fit and strove with her hands and feet. When he saw this, he
was solicitous for her and held aloof from her and left her; but the thing was grievous to her and she refused meat and drink, and as often as the king drew near her, she
fled from him in affright, wherefore he swore by Allah that he would not approach her, save with her consent, and fell to guerdoning her with trinkets and raiment, but she
only redoubled in aversion to him..Weaver who became a Physician by his Wife's Commandment, The ii. 21..When he had made an end of his verses, he folded the letter
and gave it to the nurse, who took it and carried it to Mariyeh. When she came into the princess's presence, she saluted her; but Mariyeh returned not her salutation and
she said, "O my lady, how hard is thy heart that thou grudgest to return the salutation! Take this letter, for that it is the last of that which shall come to thee from him." Quoth
Mariyeh, "Take my warning and never again enter my palace, or it will be the cause of thy destruction; for | am certified that thou purposest my dishonour. So get thee gone

from me." And she commanded to beat the nurse; whereupon the latter went forth fleeing from her presence, changed of colour and absent of wits, and gave not over going

hast wasted me away with rigour and despite..? ? ? ? ? k. The Vizier's Son and the Bathkeeper's Wife dcccclxxxvii. STORY OF THE PIOUS WOMAN ACCUSED OF
LEWDNESS..? ? ? ? ? | fear me for my body from sickness and unrest, Lest of the fear of sev'rance it be betrayed and slain..The king marvelled, he and his company, and
praised God the Most High for that he had come thither; after which he turned to the eunuch and said to him, 'What is this youth thou hast with thee?' 'O king,' answered he,
‘this is the son of a nurse who belonged to us and we left him little. | saw him to-day and his mother said to me, 'Take him with thee." So | brought him with me, that he might
be a servant to the king, for that he is an adroit and quickwitted youth.' Then the king fared on, he and his company, and the eunuch and the youth with them, what while he

questioned the former of Belehwan and his dealing with his subjects, and he answered, saying, 'As thy head liveth, O king, the folk with him are in sore straits and not one
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of them desireth to look on him, gentle or simple.". The Cadi was perplexed and knew that constraint was not permitted of the law; (269) so he spoke the young merchant fair
and said to him, "Protect me, (270) so may God protect thee. If thou divorce her not, this disgrace will cleave to me till the end of time." Then his rage got the better of him
and he said to him, "An thou divorce her not with a good grace, | will bid strike off thy head forthright and slay myself; rather flame (271) than shame.” The merchant
bethought himself awhile, then divorced her with a manifest divorcement (272) and on this wise he delivered himself from that vexation. Then he returned to his shop and
sought in marriage of her father her who had played him the trick aforesaid and who was the daughter of the chief of the guild of the blacksmiths. So he took her to wife and

they abode with each other and lived the most solaceful of lives, in all prosperity and contentment and joyance, till the day of death; and God [alone] is All-Knowing..? ? ? ?

(108).Accordingly, the servant carried this message to the lieutenant of police, who was standing at the assessor's door, and he said, "This is reasonable." Then said [the
assessor] to the servant, "Harkye, O eunuch! Go and fetch us such an one the notary;" for that he was his friend [and it was he whose name he had forged as the drawer-up
of the contract]. So the lieutenant of police sent after him and fetched him to the assessor, who, when he saw him, said to him, "Get thee to such an one, her with whom
thou marriedst me, and cry out upon her, and when she cometh to thee, demand of her the contract and take it from her and bring it to us." And he signed to him, as who
should say, "Bear me out in the lie and screen me, for that she is a strange woman and | am in fear of the lieutenant of police who standeth at the door; and we beseech
God the Most High to screen us and you from the trouble of this world. Amen.".Then the Khalif went forth and bade decorate the city: [so they decorated it] and the drums of
glad tidings were beaten. Moreover they made banquets to the people and the tables were spread seven days. And Tuhfeh and the Commander of the Faithful ceased not
to be in the most delightsome of life and the most prosperous thereof till there came to them the Destroyer of Delights and the Sunderer of Companies; and thu is all that
hath come down to as of their story.".When God caused the morning morrow, the two armies drew out in battle array and the troops stood looking at one another. Then
came forth El Harith ibn Saad between the two lines and played with his lance and cried out and recited the following verses:.Presently, there came in upon us a spunger,
without leave, and we went on playing, whilst he played with us. Then quoth the Sultan to the Vizier, "Bring the spunger who cometh in to the folk, without leave or bidding,
that we may enquire into his case. Then will | cut off his head.” So the headsman arose and dragged the spunger before the Sultan, who bade cut off his head. Now there
was with them a sword, that would not cut curd; (151) so the headsman smote him therewith and his head flew from his body. When we saw this, the wine fled from our

heads and we became in the sorriest of plights. Then my friends took up the body and went out with it, that they might hide it, whilst | took the head and made for the

man put his head forth of the window and called the youth, who came to him from the mosque and sought leave [to enter]. The Muezzin bade him enter, and when he came
in to the damsel, he knew her and she knew him; whereupon he turned back in bewilderment and would have fled; but she sprang up to him and seized him, and they
embraced and wept together, till they fell down on the ground in a swoon. When the old man saw them in this plight, he feared for himself and fled forth, seeing not the way
for drunkenness. His neighbour the Jew met him and said to him, "How comes it that | see thee confounded?" "How should | not be confounded," answered the old man,
"seeing that the damsel who is with me is fallen in love with the servant of the mosque and they have embraced and fallen down in a swoon? Indeed, | fear lest the Khalif
come to know of this and be wroth with me; so tell me thou what is to be done in this wherewith | am afflicted of the affair of this damsel." Quoth the Jew, "For the nonce,
take this casting-bottle of rose-water and go forth-right and sprinkle them therewith. If they be aswoon for this their foregathering and embracement, they will come to
themselves, and if otherwise, do thou flee.".When the king heard this, his admiration redoubled and he said, "Of a truth, destiny is forewritten to all creatures, and | will not
accept (14) aught that is said against my vizier the loyal counsellor." And he bade him go to his house..? ? ? ? ? Would God thou knewst what | endure for love of thee and
how My vitals for thy cruelty are all forspent and dead!.? ? ? ? ? Nor, like others a little ere morning appear who bawl, "Come to safety!" (58) | stand up to prayer..62.
Abdallah ben Maamer with the Man of Bassora and his Slave-girl ccclxxxiii. We were sleeping one night on the roof, when a woman made her way into the house and
gathering into a bundle all that was therein, took it up, that she might go away with it. Now she was great with child and near upon her term and the hour of her deliverance;
so, when she made up the bundle and offered to shoulder it and make off with it, she hastened the coming of the pangs of labour and gave birth to a child in the dark. Then
she sought for the flint and steel and striking a light, kindled the lamp and went round about the house with the little one, and it was weeping. [The noise awoke us,] as we
lay on the roof, and we marvelled. So we arose, to see what was to do, and looking down through the opening of the saloon, (112) saw a woman, who had kindled the lamp,
and heard the little one weeping. She heard our voices and raising her eyes to us, said, "Are ye not ashamed to deal with us thus and discover our nakedness? Know ye not
that the day belongeth to you and the night to us? Begone from us! By Allah, were it not that ye have been my neighbours these [many] years, | would bring down the house
upon you!" We doubted not but that she was of the Jinn and drew back our heads; but, when we arose on the morrow, we found that she had taken all that was with us and
made off with it; wherefore we knew that she was a thief and had practised [on us] a device, such as was never before practised; and we repented, whenas repentance
Teghlibi," (56) answered Adi; and Omar said, "He is the unbeliever who says in his verse ..." [And he repeated the following:]. Then said the Khalif to her, "I lie and my
eunuch lieth, and thou liest and thy waiting-woman lieth; so methinks we were best go, all four of us together, that we may see which of us telleth the truth." Quoth Mesrour,
"Come, let us go, that | may put this ill-omened old woman to shame (37) and deal her a sound drubbing for her lying." And she answered him, saying, "O dotard, is thy wit
like unto my wit? Indeed, thy wit is as the hen's wit." Mesrour was incensed at her words and would have laid violent hands on her, but the Lady Zubeideh warded him off

from her and said to him, "Her sooth-fastness will presently be distinguished from thy sooth-fastness and her leasing from thy leasing.".103. The Loves of Abou Isa and

the viziers betook them early in the morning to the king's gate and said to him, "O king, the folk are assembled from the king's gate to the gibbet, so they may see [the

execution of] the king's commandment on the youth." So the king bade fetch the prisoner and they brought him; whereupon the viziers turned to him and said to him, "O vile
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of origin, doth any hope of life remain with thee and lookest thou still for deliverance after this day?" "O wicked viziers," answered he, "shall a man of understanding
renounce hope in God the Most High? Indeed, howsoever a man be oppressed, there cometh to him deliverance from the midst of stress and life from the midst of death,
[as is shown by the case of] the prisoner and how God delivered him." "What is his story?" asked the king; and the youth answered, saying, "O king, they tell that. Then he
conferred on him a dress of honour and engaged to him for the completion of the dowry and sent to his father, giving him the glad news and comforting his heart with [the
tidings of] his son's safety; after which he said to Bihzad, Arise, O my son, and go to thy father.' 'O king,' rejoined the prince, '‘complete thy kindness to me by [hastening] my
going-in to my wife; for, if | go back to my father, till he send a messenger and he return, promising me, the time will be long.' The king laughed and marvelled at him and
said to him, 'l fear for thee from this haste, lest thou come to shame and attain not thy desire.' Then he gave him wealth galore and wrote him letters, commending him to
the father of the princess, and despatched him to them. When he drew near their country, the king came forth to meet him with the people of his realm and assigned him a
handsome lodging and bade hasten the going-in of his daughter to him, in compliance with the other king's letter. Moreover, he advised the prince's father [of his son's
coming] and they busied themselves with the affair of the damsel..The first to take the cup was Iblis the Accursed, who said, 'O Tuhfet es Sudour, sing over my cup.' So she
took the lute and touching it, sang the following verses:.[On this wise he abode a pretty while] and the days ceased not and the nights to transport him from country to
country, till he came to the land of the Greeks and lighted down in a city of the cities thereof, wherein was Galen the Sage; but the weaver knew him not, nor was he ware
who he was. So he went forth, according to his wont, in quest of a place where the folk might assemble together, and hired Galen's courtyard. (20) There he spread his

carpet and setting out thereon his drugs and instruments of medicine, praised himself and his skill and vaunted himself of understanding such as none but he might

and taking him prisoner, pinioned him and carried him to the lord of that country. The latter saw his fashion and grace and misdoubting of him, said, ‘This is no robber's
favour. Tell me truly, O youth, who thou art.' Bihzad thought shame to acquaint him with his condition and chose rather death for himself; so he answered, 'l am nought but
a thief and a bandit.' Quoth the king, 'It behoveth us not to act hastily in the matter of this youth, but that we look into his affair, for that haste still engendereth repentance.’
So he imprisoned him in his palace and assigned him one who should serve him..The Twentieth Night of the Month..It is told of Jaafer ben Yehya the Barmecide that he sat
down one day to drink and being minded to be private (with his friends), sent for his boon-companions, in whom he delighted, and charged the chamberlain (145) that he
should suffer none of the creatures of God the Most High to enter, save a man of his boon-companions, by name Abdulmelik ben Salih, (146) who was behindhand with

them. Then they donned coloured clothes, (147) for that it was their wont, whenas they sat in the wine-chamber, to don raiment of red and yellow and green silk, and sat

clviii.O thou that blamest me for my heart and railest at my ill, ii. 101..The king marvelled at what he saw and questioned him of [how he came by] the knowledge of this. 'O
king," answered the old man, 'this [kind of] jewel is engendered in the belly of a creature called the oyster and its origin is a drop of rain and it is firm to the touch [and
groweth not warm, when held in the hand]; so, when [l took the second pearl and felt that] it was warm to the touch, | knew that it harboured some living thing, for that live
things thrive not but in heat.' (209) So the king said to the cook, 'Increase his allowance.' And he appointed to him [fresh] allowances..? ? ? ? ? For 'twixt the closing of an
eye and th'opening thereof, God hath it in His power to change a case from foul to fair..? ? ? ? ? b. The Fakir and his Pot of Butter dccccii.When the appointed day arrived,
En Numan sent for Sherik and said to him, "Verily the first part of this day is past.” And Sherik answered, "The king hath no recourse against me till it be eventide." When it
evened, there appeared one afar off and En Numan fell to looking upon him and on Sherik, and the latter said to him, "Thou hast no right over me till yonder fellow come, for
belike he is my man." As he spoke, up came the Tai in haste and En Numan said "By Allah, never saw | [any] more generous than you two! | know not whether of you is the
more generous, this one who became warrant for thee in [danger of] death or thou who returnest unto slaughter.” Then said he to Sherik, "What prompted thee to become
warrant for him, knowing that it was death?" And he said, "[I did this] lest it be said, 'Generosity hath departed from viziers." Then said En Numan to the Tai, "And thou,
what prompted thee to return, knowing that therein was death and thine own destruction?" Quoth the Arab, "[I did this] lest it be said, 'Fidelity hath departed from the folk."

And En Numan said, "By Allah, | will be the third of you, (173) lest it be said, 'Clemency hath departed from kings." So he pardoned him and bade abolish the day of
ill-omen; whereupon the Arab recited the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? How long will ye admonished be, without avail or heed? The shepherd still his flocks forbids, and they
obey his rede..? ? ? ? ? a. Story of the Physician Douban xi.Meanwhile, the people of the city rejoiced and were glad and blessed the vizier's daughter, marvelling for that
three days had passed and that the king had not put her to death and exulting in that, [as they deemed,] he had turned [from his purpose] and would never again burden
himself with blood-guiltiness against any of the maidens of the city. Then, on the fourth night, she related to him a still more extraordinary story, and on the fifth night she
told him anecdotes of kings and viziers and notables. On this wise she ceased not [to do] with him [many] days and nights, what while the king still said in himself, ‘When |
have heard the end of the story, | will put her to death,' and the people waxed ever in wonder and admiration. Moreover, the folk of the provinces and cities heard of this
thing, to wit, that the king had turned from his custom and from that which he had imposed upon himself and had renounced his heresy, wherefore they rejoiced and the folk
returned to the capital and took up their abode therein, after they had departed thence; yea, they were constant in prayer to God the Most High that He would stablish the
king in that his present case; and this," said Shehrzad, "is the end of that which my friend related to me.".Now, as destiny would have it, a certain jeweller of the town had
been robbed of ten pearls, like unto those which were with the merchant; so, when he saw the two pearls in the broker's hand, he said to him, 'To whom do these pearls
belong?' and the broker answered, 'To yonder man.' [The jeweller looked at the merchant and] seeing him in sorry case and clad in tattered clothes, misdoubted of him and
said to him (purposing to surprise him into confession), 'Where are the other eight pearls?' The merchant thought he asked him of those which were in the gown and
answered, 'The thieves stole them from me.' When the jeweller heard his reply, he doubted not but that it was he who had taken his good; so he laid hold of him and haling

him before the chief of the police, said to him, 'This is the man who stole my pearls: | have found two of them upon him and he confesseth to the other eight.".On the
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morrow, he betook himself to the shop of his friend the druggist, who welcomed him and questioned him of his case and how he had fared that day. Quoth the singer, ‘May
God requite thee with good, O my brother! For that thou hast directed me unto easance!' And he related to him his adventure with the woman, till he came to the mention of
her husband, when he said, 'And at midday came the cuckold her husband and knocked at the door. So she wrapped me in the mat, and when he had gone about his
business, | came forth and we returned to what we were about.' This was grievous to the druggist and he repented of having taught him [how he should do] and misdoubted
of his wife. So he said to the singer, 'And what said she to thee at thy going away?' And the other answered, 'She bade me come back to her on the morrow. So, behold, |
am going to her and | came not hither but that | might acquaint thee with this, lest thy heart be occupied with me." Then he took leave of him and went his way. As soon as
the druggist was assured that he had reached the house, he cast the net over his shop (195) and made for his house, misdoubting of his wife, and knocked at the door..? ?
? ? ? From mine own land, to visit thee, | came at love's command, For all the distance did forbid,'twixt me and thee that spread..When the messenger came to King
Azadbekht and he read the letter and the present was laid before him, he rejoiced with an exceeding joy and occupied himself with eating and drinking, hour after hour. But
the chief Vizier of his Viziers came to him and said, "0 king, know that Isfehend the Vizier is thine enemy, for that his soul liketh not that which thou hast done with him, and
the message that he hath sent thee [is a trick; so] rejoice thou not therein, neither be thou deluded by the sweetness of his words and the softness of his speech.” The king
hearkened [not] to his Vizier's speech, but made light of the matter and presently, [dismissing it from his thought], busied himself with that which he was about of eating and
drinking and merrymaking and delight.When the two kings saw that woman's fashion and how she circumvented the Afrit, who had lodged her at the bottom of the sea, they
turned back to their kingdoms and the younger betook himself to Samarcand, whilst the elder returned to China and established unto himself a custom in the slaughter of
women, to wit, his vizier used to bring him a girl every night, with whom he lay that night, and when he arose in the morning, he gave her to the vizier and bade him put her
to death. On this wise he abode a great while, whilst the people murmured and the creatures [of God] were destroyed and the commons cried out by reason of that grievous
affair whereinto they were fallen and feared the wrath of God the Most High, dreading lest He should destroy them by means of this. Still the king persisted in that fashion
and in that his blameworthy intent of the killing of women and the despoilment of the curtained ones, (159) wherefore the girls sought succour of God the Most High and
complained to Him of the tyranny of the king and of his oppressive dealing with them..? ? ? ? ? Lo, since the day | left you, O my masters, Life is not sweet, no aye my heart
is light..Meanwhile Shah Khatoun went in to the king's son and conceived by him and bore a son, as he were the resplendent moon. When Belehwan saw this that had
betided his brother, jealousy and envy overcame him; so he went in one night to his father's house and coming to his brother's lodging, saw the nurse sleeping at the
chamber-door, with the cradle before her and therein his brother's child asleep. Belehwan stood by him and fell to looking upon his face, the radiance whereof was as that of
the moon, and Satan insinuated himself into his heart, so that he bethought himself and said, "Why is not this child mine? Indeed, | am worthier of him than my brother,
[yea], and of the damsel and the kingship.' Then envy got the better of him and anger spurred him, so that he took out a knife and setting it to the child's gullet, cut his throat
and would have severed his windpipe..After that | tarried till three days had elapsed, when 1 went to the bath and changing my clothes, betook myself to her house, but
found the door locked and covered with dust. So | questioned the neighbours of her and they said, "This house hath been empty these many days; but three days agone
there came a woman with an ass, and yesternight, at eventide, she took her gear and went away." So | turned back, confounded in my wit, and every day [after this, for
many a day,] | inquired of the inhabitants [of the street] concerning her, but could light on no tidings of her. And indeed | marvelled at the eloquence of her tongue and [the
readiness of] her speech; and this is the most extraordinary of that which hath betided me.".Therewithal, O my brother, the locust fell to going round about among the
company of the birds, but saw nought resembling the hawk in bulk and body save the kite and deemed well of her. So she brought the hawk and the kite together and
counselled the former to make friends with the latter. Now it chanced that the hawk fell sick and the kite abode with him a long while [and tended him] till he recovered and
became whole and strong; wherefore he thanked her [and she departed from him]. But after awhile the hawk's sickness returned to him and he needed the kite's succour.
So the locust went out from him and was absent from him a day, after which she returned to him with a[nother] locust, (53) saying, "I have brought thee this one.” When the

hawk saw her, he said, "God requite thee with good! Indeed, thou hast done well in the quest and hast been subtle in the choice.".Me, till | stricken was therewith, to love

his Fair Daughter in Marriage to the Poor Old Man dcccxcii.When it was the appointed time, there came to us the man of the Sultan's guards, [who had accompanied the
Jew, when he came to complain of the loss of the money,] and said, "The Sultan biddeth you nail up (143) the Jew and bring the money, for that there is no way by which
five thousand dinars can be lost." Wherefore we knew that our device sufficed not. So | went forth and finding a young man, a Haurani, (144) passing the road, laid hands
on him and stripped him and beat him with palm-rods. Then | clapped him in irons and carrying him to the prefecture, beat him again, saying to them, "This is the thief who
stole the money." And we strove to make him confess; but he would not confess. So we beat him a third and a fourth time, till we were weary and exhausted and he became

unable to return an answer. But, when we had made an end of beating and tormenting him, he said, "I will fetch the money forthright.".The Third Day.
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