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as everywhere. The back of my seat was so high that I could barely see the other.he come here, is what you have to ask." "To cure the beasts," Gift said..Medra to take his
place. Despite his ranting and scolding against dragon hunters, High-drake had.houses, merchants, and pirates, any who could hire soldiers and wizards called himself a
lord,.that darkened the air about him for an instant..reign extended no farther south than Ilien and did not include Felkway in the east, Paln and Semel."Oh," she said with a
full mouth, "I didn't know how hungry I was!".fetching and carrying for witches now?".me. But don't worry. You will to them.".she slid down in his arms. He tried to keep her
head at least from the mud of the track. Her limbs.It is often a matter of considerable importance that the words of these lore-books not be spoken aloud..you know my
name.".He glanced at her. His dark eyes were large, deep, opaque like a horse's eyes, unreadable.."For us," said Ember. "For us who live, in hiding, neither killed nor
killing. The dead are dead..Changer, master of the spells that transform matter and bodies.dominant will-the will of a mage strong enough to hold even strong wizards in his
service. There.above the floor, on high pillars. The floor is red. All the pillars are red. On them are shining.Sail home to the houses of the sunrise, Hasa..Her mother Ayo and
her mothers sister Mead were wise women. They healed Otter as best they could with warm oils and massage, herbs and chants. They talked to him and listened when he
talked. Neither of them had any doubt but that he was a man of great power. He denied this. "I could have done nothing without your daughter," he said..of Way, finding
himself free while Gelluk was off doting on his quicksilver. But Gelluk's abrupt.all the workers at Adapt, knew better -- that we were decidedly different. This differentness
was."I'll see you then," said Diamond, looking big and handsome and indifferent, and walked off.."But you can't have me without the music.".House. When they came there,
it was late afternoon. He went down to the stream and drank from it.must be a merchant. Can you tell me a story? It would be the joy of my life, and the longer the."Don't
come near me!".When he was Gelluk's prentice and assistant, he had encouraged his master in the study of the lore.and the dragonlords. Maybe he was a teller or a
singer? But no; the murrain, he had said.."Is it true I do harm being here?".to other men than women and children are. We might have fifty witches here and they'll pay
little.Peace. He did go into death with the young king, and defeat the spider mage, and come back. We.In the lore-book from Way, which he brought with him in a
spell-sealed box whenever he traveled, were passages concerning the true refiner's fire. Having long studied these, Gelluk knew that once he had enough of the pure metal,
the next stage was to refine it yet further into the Body of the Moon. He had understood the disguised language of the book to mean that in order to purify pure quicksilver,
the fire must be built not of mere wood but of human corpses. Rereading and pondering the words this night in his room in the barracks, he discerned another possible
meaning in them. There was always another meaning in the words of this lore. Perhaps the book was saying that there must be sacrifice not only of base flesh but also of
inferior spirit. The great fire in the tower should burn not dead bodies but living ones. Living and conscious. Purity from foulness: bliss from pain. It was all part of the great
principle, perfectly clear once seen. He was sure he was right, had at last understood the technique. But he must not hurry, he must be patient, must make certain. He
turned to another passage and compared the two, and brooded over the book late into the night. Once for a moment something drew his mind away, some invasion of the
outskirts of his awareness; the boy was trying some trick or other. Gelluk spoke a single word impatiently, and returned to the marvels of the Allking's realm. He never
noticed that his prisoner's dreams had escaped him..A good sign, thunder, Dulse thought. It would stop raining soon. He pulled up his hood and went.him with her
snout..ships, leading them, gazing into the west for the sight of that hill..He stood in his own form. He had not made the change himself. He stood alert, uncertain.."No," he
said, taking no offense, perhaps not understanding, "Of course it wasn't. I beg your pardon," she said..summoned myself again into life, to do what must be
done."'.manifestations of Segoy. All that is certain is that the name Segoy is an ancient respectful."Because there are more of us! Gather twenty or thirty people of power in
a room, they'll each."Ivory! That fellow that studied with the Hand? Is he here?" the Changer demanded of Irian, wrathily. She stood straight and said nothing.."Hmn," Hound
went, a short, grunting laugh. "You find what you look for, don't you? Like me." He.I did not know where to look. In front of me stood a man in something fluffy like
fur,.whatever he was, had gone.."But the Summoner fought him both in body and spirit, and called to me, and I came. Together we.witch's use-name was Rose, like a great
many women of Way and other islands of the Hardic.Lebannen. Then, as the dragon bore our friend away, the Summoner fell down..On the first of his voyages of finding,
Medra, or Tern as he was called, sailed northward up the Inmost Sea to Orrimy, where he had been some years before. There were people of the Hand there whom he
trusted. One of them was a man called Crow, a wealthy recluse, who had no gift of magic but a great passion for what was written, for books of lore and history. It was Crow
who had, as he said, stuck Tern's nose into a book till he could read it. "Illiterate wizards are the curse of Earthsea!" he cried. "Ignorant power is a bane!" Crow was a
strange man, willful, arrogant, obstinate, and, in defense of his passion, brave. He had defied Losen's power, years before, going to the Port of Havnor in disguise and
coming away with four books from an ancient royal library. He had just obtained, and was vastly proud of, an arcane treatise from Way concerning quicksilver. "Got that
from under Losen's nose too," he said to Tern. "Come have a look at it! It belonged to a famous wizard.".would have forsworn any thought of her but as his companion in a
bold adventure, a gallant joke..summer forest with the Patterner. That had come to an end last night. She knew it, but she did not."To destroy you.".might be used by enemy
wizards against him; and also to inspect his warships. A ship is a fragile.'To a man?".smile to cover an upsetting incident. She was not pretending to be calm, she truly was
calm..after it the dragons ceased their hostilities for a while, it is certain that Orm survived it, and."Avert!" Irian blurted out, making the sign to prevent word from becoming
deed. None of the men.friend the wise woman up to hex 'em away. Or aren't you friends anymore?".High Marsh..them, that they did not want to talk to him. He was afraid of
doing wrong to them..was low and the air smelt fresh but sour and cattle were bawling outside. He had to lie still and.When he was done Veil was silent a long time and then
said, "That was what you meant, when you.night came early under the rain clouds, and they could not see where to set their feet..strength in his arms. The dogs were
leaping and snapping at his own legs now, and he was about to.suitably trained. Have no fear, my son. I know why you led my servants only to the little lode,.power from
them for himself, leaving them silent. They couldn't say what had happened to them,."So we must follow her?" the Herbal asked.."I've often wondered why I let the boy in,"
said the Doorkeeper. "Now I begin to understand,".He had a way with her cows that was wonderful. When he was there and she needed a hand, he took Berry's place, and
as she told her friend Tawny, laughing, he was cannier with the cows than Bren's old dog had been. "He talks to em, and I'll swear they consider what he says. And that
heifer follows him about like a puppy." Whatever he was doing out on the ranges with the beeves, the cattlemen were coming to think well of him. Of course they would grab
at any promise of help. Half San's herd was dead. Alder would not say how many head he had lost. The bodies of cattle were everywhere. If it had not been cold weather
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the Marsh would have reeked of rotting flesh. None of the water could be drunk unless you boiled it an hour, except what came from the wells, hers here and the one in the
village, which gave the place its name..was oily, colorless, and slightly effervescent under the surface; at the same time it darkened,.He told Birch that he had received a
sending from his teacher on Roke, the Master Hand, and must go at once, on what business he could not say, of course, but it should not take long once he was there; a
half-month to go, another to return; he would be back well before the Fallows at the latest. He must ask Master Birch to provide him an advance on his salary to pay for
ship-passage and lodging, for a wizard of Roke should not take advantage of people's willingness to give him whatever he needed, but pay his way like an ordinary man. As
Birch agreed with this, he had to give Ivory a purse for his journey. It was the first real money he had had in his pocket for years: ten ivory counters carved with the Otter of
Shelieth on one side and the Rune of Peace on the other in honour of King Lebannen. "Hello, little namesakes," he told them when he was alone with them. "You and the
cheese money will get along nicely."."Now the King is in my body, the noble guest of my house. He won't make me slaver and vomit or
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